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Editorial 

Who Can Afghans Follow? 


The Afghan transitional government has been trying to 
stabilize the relations between Kabul and other provinces, 
but-authorities in the provinces are doing what they want 
and do not care what the central government advises or 
needs. Most of Afghan people are concerned about this 
issue. The United Nations and other countries of the 
world have been trying to bring sustainable stability and 
peace in Afghanistan. They are also interested in the 
, reconstruction of.Afghanistan and want to support it. But 
those who prefer the betterment of themselves and their 
groups or parties are missing such a golden opportunity. 
The officials of the Transitional Government of 
Afghanistan do not see eye to eye, their performance and 
points of view are different and their ideas about the Iraq 
war are also dissimilar. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Afghanistan prefers an American attack on Iraq, but 
Mowlawi Fazal Rahman, the Supreme Court Justice 
condemns this attack and stated that it was a cruel and 
unlawful decision. The above-mentioned disagreements 
raise some questions among the Afghan people. One of 
th'e questions is that if such contradictions exist among 
the heads of transitional government, how can 
Afghanistan find its way to peace and stability? 

Unfortunately, the International Security Assistance 
Forces (ISAF) are controlling the security in Kabul, 
American forces and the Coalition forces are taking part 
in the anti-terrorism war in some of provinces Afghan, 
while the government is being run using aid money. It is 
obvious that the United States of America brought the 
Taliban's regime to an end for its special aims, and then 
with the help of the United Nations and the Bonn 
Agreement, an interim and then a transitional government 
were formed. But now some disagreements are 
reappearing both in home and foreign affairs. Wouldn't it 
benefit Afghanistan if the Afghan authorities were to 
become united and find a national and an Islamic solution 
for Afghanistan's crisis that can answer questions of 
Afghan people? 


Pacha Khan 

Zadran 
Loses His 
Son 

Paktia: 

American troops attacked 
southern areas of 
Afghanistan on Monday 
with the help of 
helicopters, and killed 
nine opponents including 
Jilani, the son of Pacha 
Khan Zadran. A 
spokesman for Pacha 
Khan said that the attack 
began at 9:00 am and 
continued up to 2:00pm. 
On the other hand, 
Mohammad Daliliy, the 
Paktia governor, said that 
the attack began when the 
opponents attacked an 
American caravan in the 
area of Sati-Kando. He 
added that three 
opponents were killed 
and the number of 
injured people is unclear-. 
Pacha Khan Zadran is 
against the central 
government and has 
fought with Afghan and 
foreign troops many 
times. 
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By Ismail Timor 

While Afghan refugees 
were being encouraged 
to come back to their 
destroyed and drought- 
affected country, 

thousands of refugees 
were returning and 
their number was 
increasing day by day. 
A spokesman for 
UNHCR stated in a 
press conference in 
Geneva that the return 
of Afghan refugees in 
2002 was intense: As 
many as 1,603 families 
-- 8509 people -- had 
registered their names 
in Takhta Big, a 


refugee registration area 
in Peshawar, in only one 
day. In addition, more 
than 3,500 refugees 
could not register their 
names due to crowds. 

Last year, UNHCR 
announced that they 
could register more than 
500,000 returnees per 
day and that they could 
provide housing, food, 
jobs and social services 
to the returnees in all 32 
provinces in 

Afghanistan for the first 
three months. They also 
promised they would 
pay them US $100 for 
their transportation 


expenses and 

pledged that they 
would provide the 
returnees with 

agricultural tools 
and other materials 
that could help them 
earn their living in 
the destroyed and 
drought-affected 
countryside. 

All these were just 
wishes for those 
returnees who were 
being insulted and 
poorly treated by the 
host countries, and 
who were tired of 
the situation. 



Mazar-e-Sharif 

Serious floods compelled 
many families to leave 
their houses and settle in 
a safe place. This took 
place on Monday in the 
Choghdak and Aabjosh 
neighborhoods. When 
these people returned to 
their houses, they found 
nothing since all were 
destroyed by the flood. 
Two witnesses said that 
they had seen two bodies 
being carrying by the 
flood, but government 


officials said that they 
have no news of missing 
residents. Reports 

received from Mazar say 
that the flood victims 
have received no aid 
from national and 
international assistance 
NGOs. 

Another report from 
Mazar said on Tuesday 
that 800 residential 
houses were destroyed, 
and around 250 were 
badly affected by serious 
floods in Turkman Abad, 


Baba Yadgar and Baghi 
Zaraat of Mazar. The 
report confirms that one 
person was killed. Some 
Afghan administrations 
and foreign NGOs have 
arranged a meeting and 
have considered sending 
aid supplies for the 
victims. The source 
added that there are 
enough aid supplies to be 
distributed so the capital 
does not have to send 
some. Aid distribution 
began on Wednesday at 
9am. 





American helicopters 
and other warplanes 
bombed the guard of the 
Presidency Office in 
Baghdad. Witnesses said 
that American warplanes 
were flying low and had 
brightened the night sky 
This was the most 
serious bombing since 
the war started. A BBC 
correspondent in the area 
reported that this intense 


Ironically, such a 
situation was better 
than their return. On 
the other hand, the 
United States . of 
America considered 
this return bigger than 
the return of the Kurds 
to Iraq in 1991 and 
bigger than return of 
people to Kosovo in 
1999. The United 

States wanted to show 
the world that they had 
overthrown the 

Taliban and supported 
many refugees, since 

such actions could 

benefit the' political 

agenda of the United 
States. UNHCR was 

also showing off to 
international 

organizations by proving 
they could execute such 
rapid programs for 

returnees. Pakistan and 
Iran that had shouldered 

burden of hosting 

Afghan refugees for a 

long time also 

benefited from the 

return of Afghan 

refugees. However, 

Afghanistan and its 

people deserved to 

benefit most since they 
were oppressed and had 
faced many difficulties 
during the war. 

(To be continued) 


attack was a big step by 
the Americans to take 
control of Baghdad. On 
the other hand, Iraqi 
television claimed that 
Iraq has been successful 
in the war. Such news 
strengthens the morale of 
the Iraqis. Another report 
said that the American 
Navy crossed the Farat 
River and has moved 
forward toward Baghdad. 


American 
Helicopter 
Crashes in 
Ghazni 

Bagram: 

An American helicopter 
that wanted to help two 
Afghan children failed 
and fell in southern 
Afghanistan on Sunday. 
Six Americans who were 
flying in the same plane 
were killed. Roger King, 
a spokesman for the 
American, troops in 
Afghanistan, said that the 
helicopter named 

(HH60G) was trying to 
rescue two injured 
children. The spokesman 
added that it was a really 
painful accident since 
these Americans wanted 
to fulfill a humanitarian 
duty, but lost their own 
lives. The remains of 
these soldiers were found 
and taken to Bagram air 
base. He added that the 
families of these soldiers 
might not yet be aware of 
this accident, but that the 
bodies will be soon sent 
to America. 


Reporters from the same 
area said that the 
American Navy has taken 
control of two bridges of 
the Farat River. These 
bridges will become an 
important route for 
American soldiers to get 
to Baghdad. These forces 
were ambushed, but they 
responded with Cobra 
helicopters and machine 
guns. 


Herat: 

Correspondents working 
for foreign radios left 
Herat for one week. 
These correspondents 
were taken to Kabul by a 
special plane on Monday. 
They left Herat as a 
protest against the 
treatment of Ahmad 
Bihzad, a correspondent 
for Radio Azadi, who 
was insulted and beaten 
by Herat security 
officials by command of 
IsmaH Khan, the Herat 
governor. According to 
another report received 
from the same province, 
Ahmad Bihzad was given 
one week to leave Herat. 
Ahmad Bihzad was 
punished for asking a 
question from Jalali, the 
Afghan interior minister, 
which caused Ismail 
Khan to fly into a rage. 
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Foreign Radios are Servants of Foreigners and are working at Their Favor 


Ismail Khan, the 

governor of Herat, stated 
in a religious occasion 
that correspondents for 
Radio Azadi dnd Radio 
BBC use to report 
untrue news and 

violation of human 

rights from Herat. The 
Herat governor added 
that those reports have 
affronted and hurt the 
civilians of Herat 

province. He said that 
there is no human rights 
violation in Herat and all 


the related news and 
reports are untrue. These 
reporters and 

correspondents should 
spread the news of 
American aggression on 
Iraq. The Herat governor 
added that the role of these 
correspondents is similar 
to those who were 
serving the former Soviet 
Union. He said that the 
military attack on Iraq is 
the same as the former 
Soviet Union aggression in 
Afghanistan and that 
America is bombing Iraq as 



Attention! 


By Baktazh: 

Twenty-five out of one 
hundred Afghan 

children do not live 
past five years old. 
Within 24 hours, 45 
women die while 
giving birth to children 
due to the lack of 
health services. Kabul, 
which is the capital of 
our country, has no 
electricity and its 
civilians are using 
candles and fuel lamps 
at night. Important 
areas, squares and 


buildings of Kabul are 
destroyed. Where and on 
what did the government 
spend US $14 billion? 
Dear brothers and 
sisters! 

Be aware and try to 
know that each and every 
one of the government 
officials and people 
responsible for home 
affairs are taking care of 
themselves. No one dares 
to ask these people how 
they have spent that 
much money while 
Afghanistan has not yet 


the Soviet Union bombed 
Afghanistan. 


benefited, and there has 
been no visible change in 
the cities. Poverty is 
increasing and there is no 
progress in the 
reconstruction. So, where 
is all this money going? 
These officials are not 
able to answer questions 
of our poor people. They 
shy away from the 
questions of Afghan 
journalists and 

correspondents as though 
they were being targeted 
by a rocket. Therefore 
none of these officials 
dare to meet with 
journalists and they 
always try to hide 
themselves. 



By Khisrow Mohaya: 
People say: 

Security situation is 
getting worst day after 
day in Kabul Those 
who are responsible for 
the security are very 
busy in taking care of 
themselves. They are 
hiding in buildings 
behind the strong walls 
and very strong gates 
where they cannot 
observe what is going on 
in the city. 

People say: 

When US $60,000 were 
spent for Women's Day 
and its celebrations, did 
the hosts and the guests 
know that thousands of 
mothers, sisters and 
women of our country 
were begging for bread 
on the streets and in the 
bazaars'.’ Could not these 
revelers support only 60 of 
these beggars and provide 
them with suitable and 
respectable jobs? 

People say: 

Many criminals have been 
arrested and put in jails. 
But the responsible 
government officials 


cannot make them confess 
to their crimes and show the 
people that how successful 
they are In addition, they 
threaten the criminals to 
confess or be tied to Al- 
Qaida, or worse face such 
punishment that they may 
not suffer 
People say: 

A member of one of the 
foreign NGOs who was also 
involved in arranging the 
celebrations for Women's Day 
was beaten by the gate keepers 
of the Pul-e-Takhnic (where 
the celebration was taking 
place). He had gotten 
wounded, so he was compelled 
to return to his office without 
attending the celebration 
People say: 

Unlawful activities arc 
punished unlawfully in Kabul 
City. For instance, those 
drivers who do not follow the 
traffic rules are not fined 
officially. They are taken out 
of their cars and beaten on the 
roads until the traffic officers 
get tired. 

People say: 

In order to keep the Afghan 
currency stable, responsible 
government officials banned 
those money-exchangers 


Statement by President Putin on 

Iraq at a Kremlin Meeting 


who were performing their 
business unlawfully on the 
roads. This action kept the 
Afghan currency stable for 
some time But nowadays 
those money-exchangers 
are reappearing on the 
roads lying from Park-e- 
Zarnigar up to Sarai 
Shahzada, the main 
market for currency 
exchange 
People say: 

Afghan security officials 
in Torkham, on the border 
between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, are behaving 
worse than the Pakistani 
militiamen with regards to 
those crossing the border 
Afghani officials beat and 
insult these passengers and 
-tell them shamelessly and 
without any fear that the 
passengers have to pay 
Afghan security officials in 
the same way as thc> pay 
Pakistani militiamen for 
illegal border crossings. 

People say: 

Those Afghans who are 
working in government 
administrations and 

ministries arc expecting that 
government will provide 
them with a salary increase 
These government officials 
are discussing this issue 
among themselves and arc 
assure each other that their 
will be a 40, 5t). or 60 
percent incremental 

increase in their (salaries. 
But the Afghan 
government is not aware 
of such matters and does 
not have such a plan 


The Kremlin, Moscow, i 
March, 20, 2003 
Today the United States ; 
started a military action , 
against Iraq. Already there 
are human victims and 
destruction A whole region 
is under a threat of a large- 
scale humanitarian and 
environmental disaster. 

Let me stress from the 
beginning that military 
actions are taking place 
contrary to the whole 
public opinion, contrary to 
the principles and norms of 
international law and the 
Charter of the UN. 

Nothing can justify this 
military action — neither 
accusation of Iraq 
supporting international 
terrorism (we have never 
had and do not have 
information of this kind) 
nor the desire to change the 
political regime in that 
country which is in direct 
contradiction to 

international law and 
should be determined only 

by the citizens of this or 
that state. 

And finally, there was no 
need to launch military 
action in order to answer 
the key question that was 
put by the international 
community, namely, does 


or does not Iraq have 
mass destruction 

weapons and if it does, 
what should be done and 
within what timeframes 
in order to liquidate 
them? 


authorize the use of force 
but that has made it 
possible to resume the 
activities of international 
inspectors as well as the set 
of other measures to 
influence the Iraqi 
leadership marked the start 
of practical activities to 
disarm Iraq by peaceful 
means. 

In this connection, 
regardless of how the 
situation around Iraq will 
shape up, on behalf of 
Russia as a permanent 
member of the UN Security 
Council 1 would like to 
appeal to the UN Security 
General and to international 
inspectors. I want to say 
words of thanks and 
appreciation to them They 
have honestly performed 
their duty in responsible 
manner and in the process 
they have displayed a high 
level of professionalism 
and courage. I am sure that 
the institution of 
international inspectors will 
yet be invoked by the 

international 

community. 

The military action 
against Iraq is a big 
political mistake. 1 have 
already referred to the 
humanitarian aspects. 
But the threat of the 
disintegration of the 
- established system of 

1 international security 

> causes at least as much 

^ concern. 

s 

; If we allow international 


law to be replaced by "the 
law of the fist" whereby the 
strong is right and has the 
right to do anything and in 
choosing methods to 
achieve this goals is not 
constrained by anything, 
then one of the basic 
principles of international 
law will be put into 
question, and that is the 
principle of immutable 
sovereignty of a state. And 
then no one, not a single 
country in the world will 
feel secure. And the vast 
area of instability that has 
arisen will grow and cause 
negative consequences in 
other regions of the world. 

It is for these reasons that 
Russia insist on early 
termination of military 
actions. And we are still 
confident that the central 
role in resolving the crisis 
situations in the world, 
including the situations 
around Iraq, must belong to 
the UN Security Council. 

I would like to stress that 

Russia is committed to 
trying to bring this 
situation back to a 
peaceful course and to 
achieve genuine of the 
solution of the issue of 
Iraq on the basis of UN 
Security Council 

resolutions, a solution 
that would take into 
account the legitimate 
interests of the Iraqi 
people, respect of the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of that country. 


Furthermore, by the start 
of the operation Iraq 
posed no threats to the 
neighboring states or to 
other countries and regions 
of the world because 
especially after a ten-year 
blockade it was week 
country both military and 
economically It was still 
less of a danger because 
international inspectors 
were working there On the 
contrary, of late their 
activities had produced 
serious positive results. 

I would like to note that 
joint work at the UN 
Security Council, including 
joint work with the United 
States, the unanimous 
adoption of Resolution 
1441 that does not 



Erada in fulfilling its 
role, which is to serve 
the country and its 
citizens. It now has a 
greater circulation in the 
capital and provinces. It 
has planed to take a big 
step in publishing and 
advertising in the 
country. 

Erada publishes 

announcement of the 
missing children, mental 
patients, assistance of 
the welfare NGOs, Red 
Cross, Ministry of 
education, Ministry of 
Martyrs and Disabled 
and Immigration affairs 
free-of-charge. 

Erada charges for 
publishing obituaries, 


message of condolence, 
and missing documents. 
Erada accepts 

advertisements from 

Government 

Administrations and 

Organizations at 50% 
discount. 

Erada publishes business 
advertisements, 
advertisements for 

publicity of the national 
traders internal and 
external NGOs with 30 % 
discount. 

Erada also gives free 
advice in arrangement of 
the advertisements and 
pictures for them. 

Address: Parwan mina. 
Cinema Baharistan, Hajji 
Mir Ahmad Street, house 
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